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Social Services
Current Government
per capita expenditure on:

Social welfare € 1,772 4,654 4,770
Health € 1,405 3,399 3,289
Education € 981 1,926 1,837

Number of Students (13)
First level ‘000s 444 498 506
Second level ‘000s 355 341 351
Third level ‘000s 116 146 157

Other Indicators 
per 1,000

Private motor cars population 348 427 419

New private cars licenced ‘000s 225 54 85

Internet connections
% of 

households n.a. 67 72

Mobile phone ownership (14)
% of 

population 53 117 116

Demographics
Vital Statistics  
(per 1,000 population)

Birth Rate 14.3 16.7 16.9
Death Rate 8.3 6.5 6.5
Natural Increase 6.0 10.2 10.4
Estimated net migration ‘000s 26.0 -7.8 -34.5
Net increase in population ‘000s 32.0 2.4 -24.1

Marriage rate
per 1,000 
population 5.1 4.8 3.8

Infant mortality rate
per 1,000 

births 5.9 3.2 3.9

Population (‘000s) (15)
Total 3,790 4,459 4,471
of which:
 0 - 14 years 828 938 959
15 - 24 years 641 583 549
25 - 34 years 567 785 770
35 - 44 years 541 661 664
45 - 54 years 464 555 566
55 - 64 years 324 443 452
65 years and over 425 495 510

Purchasing Power Indices
Taking value as equivalent to 100 units of currency in the various base years 
and expressing it in current terms (read vertically)

1922 1945 1955 1965 1975 1985 1995 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
1922 100
1945 156 100
1955 218 139 100
1965 305 195 140 100
1975 736 471 338 241 100
1985 2,536 1,622 1,164 831 345 100
1995 3,377 2,159 1,550 1,106 459 133 100
2002 4,201 2,686 1,928 1,376 571 166 124 100
2003 4,347 2,780 1,995 1,424 591 171 129 103 100
2004 4,442 2,841 2,039 1,455 604 175 132 106 102 100
2005 4,550 2,910 2,089 1,491 618 179 135 108 105 102 100
2006 4,730 3,024 2,171 1,549 643 187 140 113 109 106 104 100
2007 4,960 3,171 2,276 1,625 674 196 147 118 114 112 109 105 100
2008 5,161 3,300 2,369 1,691 701 204 153 123 119 116 113 109 104 100
2009 4,930 3,152 2,263 1,615 670 194 146 117 113 111 108 104 99 96 100
2010 4,883 3,122 2,241 1,600 664 193 145 116 112 110 107 103 98 95 99 100

Area	 70,284 square km. (27,136 square miles) 

Notes
Unless otherwise stated, statistics refer to the State, i.e., Ireland exclusive of Northern Ireland

n.a.	 not available
yoy	 year-on-year
c.i.f.	 cost, insurance and freight
f.o.b.	 free on board

(1)	 National accounts data based on CSO National Income and Expenditure Release of June 2010.
(2)	 Modern Sector: NACE 1820, 20-21, 26-27 & 3250.
(3)	 Income from self-employment and other trading income.
(4)	 Earnings for whole economy, CSO figures.
(5)	 Includes employers contribution to social insurance.
(6)	 Department of Environment Housing Statistics. 2010 figures are based on the average of the first 

three quarters of the year.
(7)	 Derived from monthly external trade statistics.
(8)	 Methodological changes followed the adoption of the single currency, the euro, on 1 January 

1999. Since then substantial portfolio shifts have been made from time to time.
(9)	 This excludes transactions between credit institutions and non-MFI IFSC companies. 
(10)	 Growth rates are adjusted to account for non-transaction related effects (e.g. changes in the 

reporting population, revaluations, reclassifications and exchange rate movements).
(11)	 Includes level of outstanding securitised mortgages.
(12)	 Floating rate and up to 1 year initial rate fixation.
(13)	 Enrolment figures relate to 1999/2000, 2008/09 and 2009/2010 school years. Third level figures 

are for full-time enrolments only.
(14)	 Calculation based on average number of active SIM cards over four quarters.
(15)	 Population estimates, from CSO Population and Migration Estimates, April 2010, differ from Vital 

Statistics figures, which are obtained from quarterly CSO Vital Statistics release.

N.B.	 Data for years prior to 1999 have been notionally redenominated in euros using the fixed 
conversion factor of €1= £0.787564
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Economic Activity (1)
Gross National Product (nominal) € m 89,530 131,242 124,863

Nominal GNP per capita € 23,626 29,431 27,929
Real GNP Growth % 10.1 -10.7 - 2.1 

Gross Domestic Product (nominal) € m 105,018 159,647 153,939
Nominal GDP per capita € 27,713 35,801 34,433
Real GDP Growth %  9.7 - 7.6 - 1.0 

Output (% yoy)
Manufacturing 14.5 - 3.9  8.3 

Modern (2) 18.9  2.6 10.7 
Other Manufacturing 9.1 -16.2 2.5

Building & Construction 5.123 -31.4 -31.8

Services 8.5 -3.8 -2.5

Income
National Income € m 79,987 117,817 n.a.

Income from agriculture,
forestry and fishing (3) € m  2,218  1,632 n.a.
Non-agricultural wages, salaries
and pensions, etc. € m 38,662 67,361 n.a.
Profits, professional earnings,
interest, dividends and rental
income from land and buildings € m 38,622 54,952 n.a.

National minimum wage level € 5.59 8.65 8.65
Average weekly earnings (4) € n.a. 705.93 690.12

% yoy n.a. -0.1 -2.2
Compensation per € 30,528 46,311 n.a.
non-agricultural employees (5) % yoy 8.7 -0.3 n.a.

Personal consumption € per capita 13,841 18,911 18,217

Labour Force
Employed in (‘000s):

Agriculture  132  96  85
Industry  489  411  360
Services 1,078 1,421 1,403

Total 1,697 1,929 1,848
of which:
Full Time 1,418 1,518 1,433
Part Time  279  411  415

Unemployed ‘000s  74  259  292
Total Labour Force ‘000s 1,771 2,187 2,140
Standardised Unemployment Rate % 4.2 11.8 13.6

Industrial Disputes Which Began No. 39 21 12
Total Days Lost Due to  
Industrial Disputes ‘000s 97 330 7

“Unit or  
Base” 2000 2009 2010

Housing
Total of new dwellings completed ‘000s 49.8 26.4 14.6
of which:

Houses ‘000s 40.5 21.3 12.5
Flats/ Apartments ‘000s 8.9 5.1 2.1

Housing stock million 1.406 1.997 2.012
House Prices (National) (6)

New € ‘000s 169 242 228
% yoy 13.9 -20.7 -5.8

Second-hand € ‘000s 191 275 269
% yoy 16.7 -21.1 -2.2

Prices (%)
Inflation Rate

Consumer Price Index 5.6 -4.5 -1.0
EU Harmonised Price Index 5.2 -1.7 -1.6
Industrial Producer  
Price Index n.a. 0.7 0.1

Import prices (unit values) 8.5 -4.8 n.a.
Export prices (unit values) 5.0 0.9 n.a.
Terms of trade -3.5 5.8 n.a.

External Trade (7)
Imports (c.i.f.) € m 55,909 45,061 45,578
Exports (f.o.b.) € m 83,889 84,239 89,430
Composition of Exports (% of total)

Food 7.1 7.4 7.8
Chemicals 32.6 57.0 58.6
ICT 39.8 17.5 14.3
Other 20.4 18.1 19.3

Destination of Exports (% share)
Euro-area 37.7 41.8 39.4
UK 22.5 16.0 15.5
US & Canada 17.4 22.2 23.9
Other 22.4 20.0 21.2

Volume of exports 1990 = 100 401.4 468.4 n.a.
Volume of imports 1990 = 100 275.2 249.2 n.a.

Balance of Payments
Balance on current account € m -379 -4,853 -1,113

% of GNP -0.4 -3.7 -0.9

Official external reserves  
(end-Dec.) (8) € m 5,807 1,496 1,587

“Unit or
Base” 2000 2009 2010

Government Finance
Exchequer Current revenue € m 27,606 33,881 34,441
Exchequer Current expenditure € m 20,634 45,248 47,021
Exchequer Current Deficit (-) /  
Surplus (+) € m 6,967 -11,367 -12,580
Exchequer Capital Account Deficit (-) / 
Surplus (+) € m -3,794 -13,274 -6,165
Total Exchequer Deficit(-) / Surplus(+) € m 3,177 -24,641 -18,745

% GDP 3.0 -15.4 -12.2

General Government Deficit(-)/
Surplus(+) € m 4,983 -22,794 -49.903

% GDP 4.7 -14.3 -32.4

General Government Debt (end-Dec.) € m 39,490 104,782 148,074
% GDP 37.6 65.6 96.2

Monetary/ Financial Statistics
End-Year
Private sector credit

Level € m 111,207 375,720 335,129
Adjusted/Underlying Change (9,10) % yoy 21.3 -0.5 6.9

Residential Mortgage credit (11) € per capita 8,588 33,177 30,377
Growth in Residential Mortgage  
lending (10) % yoy 24.3 0.6 -2.0

Credit card debt € per capita 264 697 651

Number of credit cards in issue
per 1,000 
population 494 523 498

ECB Main refinancing operations
Minimum bid rate % 4.75 1.00 1.00

Clearing Banks’ prime lending rate %
5.49-
5.63

0.75- 
2.00

1.15-
2.30

1 Month Interbank rate % 4.86 0.45 0.78

Retail interest rates for new business
Bank overdrafts

Households % 12.44 12.60 13.10
Non-financial corporations % 10.21 5.75 5.34

House Purchase (12) % 5.99 2.61 3.01

10 Year Government Bond yield % 5.07 4.94 9.06

ISEQ Index
4 Jan 1988 

=1000 5,722.53 2,974.93 2,885.10


